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 Hi, I’m Haley Barbour.  On behalf of the state of Mississippi, I want to 
welcome you to OCEANS 2009 in Biloxi. 

 We are pleased, once again, to host such world-class leaders in the marine 
sciences and technologies fields.  I’m also excited about this opportunity to 
showcase the state of Mississippi and our wonderful Gulf Coast.  

 Thank you for committing your time, effort, and resources to participate in 
this important event.

 In Mississippi, we are creating a new economy through collaboration, 
innovation, and strategic partnerships.  

 A great example of this team approach is the Gulf of Mexico Alliance.  I’ve 
joined with the governors of the other four Gulf Coast states to engage in 
dialogue on public policy matters important to your industry sectors.

 I hope this conference provides you with an opportunity to collaborate with 
your colleagues, exchange ideas, and network with other marine science 
professionals and business leaders.

 Again, we are pleased to have you visiting our state. I hope this conference 
is a positive experience that allows you to build relationships, while opening
new doors of opportunity.


